FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

FOSTER CITY. CAMNADA

Why is the City looking te control the Canada Goose population?

Consigtont growth in the local Canada Gopse population iz posing potential
public health hazards 1o bath Foster Cay residents and visitors of our parks and
walorways, Lagoon wator quality testing regulardy shows high ecoli and bacteria
levels partly attributed 1o high concenirabons of goose dioppings among other
factors, that hove resulted in mandatory beach closures. For example, Hieal
the Bay ientified three Foster City beaches amang the top 10 mest pollubed
in Caldernia, Additienally, constant exposure 1o droppings in parks and opan
spaces across Foster Crly 1S unsanitary and unhealthy.

Why does Foster City have such a large goose population?

Tha Canada Goose B a migratary bird that has taken parmanent residence in and
argund Foster City. The Ciry's parks arg the ideal habetat for the birds, especrally
during molting seasen, which is when the birds shed their feathers and cannet
fly. Althaugh the birds poss an ongoeing Baue, their presence ks a bigger nuisance
during their maolting seasen from early June through August. it is during this fime
that increased populations tend to gather at the City's parks and beaches, resulting
in higher concentrations of droppings st the parks snd beaches. In the parks, the
birds hawe a constant food source, easy access to fresh water, and no prisdabars.
This issus is not uniquee to Foster City, Tha region is experiencing growth in the
Canada Goose population, although Foster City has bean the mest impacted

What can | do to help address the issue?

When vidiling parks, make sure to nob leave behind food or litter that cauld
attract wildlfe. Additionally, do not feed wild animads. And share your thowghts
arsd parspectives on the Bsue as well All Input s welcomed and can be provided
by sending an email 1o geese@foestorcity.org.
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What has the City done already to address this issue?

The City has used a varely of nonlethal measures as deterrents including dog
hazing. egm addling. strobe lights, fegging, lencing, sifte aversion, desplscement,
and more, These efforts have been limited in their success due to folerance and
adaplian, as the population has almost doubled from 181 in 2020 ta 323 in 2021,
with indications that figure will tick higher in 2022 Monotheless, the City remains
cammitted to utilizing all renbethal deterrents as an ongoing part of its populatian
management plan. &nd stalf contenues o explore new oplions and welcomes
suggestions regarding potential nonlethal measures which could be considened.

Why nat just clean up affer the geese?

Fostor Cily parks are power washed regularly durng the molting season when
ARy gQeese ane present to ansure 8 suitable level of cloanliness, But power
washing is cnly a temporary sehution for assurning the sanitation and attractiveness
of local open spaces which does not address the source of the fssue. Any
powar washing in Foster City parks is done using reclaimed walter, as the City
is committed to conserving water through the engoing drought. Additienally,
power washing frequency may be reduced as water run-off from power washing
can ener the lagoon which would lead te incressed concentrations of bactania
from goose droppings. This will Ekely l=ad to moreased complaints regarding
the velume of deoppings in and around wallways and parks,

What are the next steps?

With an obligathon te maintain healthy watersays and inviting parks, Foster City
is considering the lethal remowal of & limited number of geese. The lethal option
would complement ether engaing nenbethal measures and be applied salectively
as a means of populatson control, not extermination. Mo acticn or final decision
on the matter has been made, othér than the direction 1o scquare the necessary

perits should the City mosve fooward with bethal remavad,

www.fostercity.org/goosemanagement | geese@fostercity.org




