
Chapter Six: Land Use 

Existing Land Use 
The distribution of land uses as provided in the Foster City General 
Plan is shown below. Since construction during the early years 
of Foster City was largely residential, the City has actively pursued 
commercial and light industrial development over the past fifteen 
years to achieve a more balanced mix of uses. Commercial, 
office, and industrial development not only provides a healthy and 
stable tax base, it also provides job opportunities within the City, 
which in turn can help reduce commuting by residents of Foster 
City and nearby communities. 
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Residential Land Use 
The majority of the residential land in the City is designated for 
single-family detached units 53%) as indicated in the chart below. 
Condominiums and townhouses comprise about 18% and 18% 
respectively. Apartments comprise about 9%. Land designated 
for two-family dwellings or duplexes comprises less than 1 % of 
the residential land. 
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Figure 36: General Plan Land Use (Acres) 2001 
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Figure 37: General Plan Residential Land Use (Acres) 2001 
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