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MINUTES
AD HOC ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE

JANUARY 12, 2012; 6:30 PM

EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER, 1040 E. HILLSDALE BLVD.

Task Force’s working definition of Sustainability:

“Foster City’s vision is to be a community that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”
1. Call to Order (6:30 PM)
2. Roll Call

Task Force Members Present:  Task Force Chair: Joanne Bohigian; Task Force Vice Chair: Sally Liu;  Marah Curry, Ira Fruitman, Gregg Kasten, Ashley Mork, Lela Sazegari , Jerry Terstiege, Wing Yu
Task Force Members Absent:  Arthur Chin (excused), Amal Nafaa (excused), Jennifer Seigal
Council Liaison:  Charlie Bronitsky (absent)

Staff Liaison:  Steve Toler (absent)

Other Staff Present:  Alfre Vaille, Environmental Sustainability Intern
Also Present:  Walter Ruzzo, Director, Environmental Health and Safety, Gilead Sciences, Inc.
3. Introductions—none 
4. Public Comment—none
5. Approval of Minutes

5.1. December 8, 2011—approved as attached
6. Reports
6.1. Transportation Update—none 
6.2. Budget Update—none 
6.3. Upcoming City Meetings of Interest

6.3.1. Joanne recommended that Task Force members stay current on issues addressed at the City Council meetings as well as the General Plan update progress at Planning Commission meetings.
7. New Business
7.1. General Plan Update - Receive Memo and Draft Plan Updates to review for presentation and solicitation of feedback at February meeting
7.1.1. ESTF will receive a formal presentation on the Draft Plan update in February.  ESTF should review the content of the draft plan and think about recommendations for revisions to the document as well as whether or not ESTF as a group should provide a recommendation in support of the update to Council.
7.2. Preparation of ESTF term-end report:  Review of Vision for a Sustainable Foster City and Sustainability Initiatives memo
7.2.1. ESTF has been discussing ideas for sustainability initiatives.  ESTF wanted to provide an early look at the term end report to the City Council, so ESTF leadership composed a memo for the City Council and City Staff for reference at the January 9, 2012 Special City Council meeting.  The memo was distributed at the January 9th Special Meeting by the ESTF Council Liaison, Charlie Bronitsky.  

7.2.2. Initial feedback from those who attended  the January 9th Special Council Meeting indicates that the Council was receptive to the discussions of sustainability and economic development and ESTF’s role.

7.2.3. The Task Force reviewed the memo, Vision for a Sustainable Foster City and Sustainability Initiatives.
7.2.4. Task Force members discussed their term end report recommendations and whether ESTF should recommend:
7.2.4.1. That the Task Force’s current charter has been completed and re-commissioning ESTF is not necessary to the continued growth of sustainability in Foster City
7.2.4.2. There remains significant opportunity for ESTF to contribute to a Sustainable Foster City plan and ESTF, with the current charter and mission should  become a Standing Committee

7.2.4.3. A Standing Committee should be chartered with an expanded mission, including a larger focus on economic sustainability and social equity.
7.2.5. The committee will discuss this topic further at the next meeting and will make a final recommendation.

7.2.6. The committee reviewed the draft Term End Report and provided initial comments on content and form.

8. Old Business
8.1. Earth Day Fair Committee Update—no discussion
8.2. Existing ESTF Tasks

8.2.1. Events

8.2.1.1. Business Executive Roundtable—February 29, 2012
8.2.1.1.1. The Business Executive Roundtable will be hosted on the Gilead Sciences, Inc. campus and Gilead will be the keynote case study.  There has been difficulty in obtaining a targeted invitation list, which may cause the date to be rescheduled.
8.2.2. eNewsletter—no discussion
9. Communications
9.1. Updates from Members
9.1.1. Joanne informed the Task Force that elections for Chair and Vice Chair will be held at the February meeting.

9.1.2. Joanne requested that Task Force members be prepared to have an extended session at the February meeting.

10. Homework
10.1. ESTF will review the Draft Plan Update and provide comments, questions to Joanne by January 27th.  Comments will be aggregated to provide to Curtis prior to the February Meeting.

10.2. ESTF will review the Draft Term End Report and associated documents and provide comments to Alfre prior to or at the February 9th ESTF meeting.

10.3. Alfre will clarify with CDD the format of the General Plan Elements as it relates to the draft General Plan Goals/Policies/Programs and notify the committee
11. Adjournment (8:45 PM)
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